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but current restrictions are likely to be related to noise and future
restrictions are likely to be related to air quality.

Southern California has some of the most severe air-quality prob-
lems in the country; its problems and efforts to deal with them foretell
what many urbanized areas will face. In the Los Angeles area, 80
percent of the carbon monoxide comes from motor vehicles, as do
half of the emissions that are sources of ozone (Paaswell 1990). The
state of California, a regional air-quality district, and local govern-
ments have proposed far-reaching programs to reduce vehicular emis-
sions. One proposal would ban heavy trucks from city streets during
rush hours to reduce the traffic congestion that contributes to excess
emissions. This proposal has been fiercely resisted by the trucking
industry in California, and although a recent referendum would limit
the ability of local governments to enact such policies, the South
Coast Air Quality Management District (which covers the counties of
Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardino) maintains that
it has authority from the state to control vehicular traffic.

The ban on truck movements on city streets during rush hours that
has been discussed by the city of Los Angeles would disrupt container
movements from the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach destined
for delivery within the city. Although many containers entering these
ports can be moved by rail, a large proportion is destined for the
greater Los Angeles area, which necessitates movement by truck* At
the time of this writing, only the city of Los Angeles is considering a
rush-hour truck ban, but the direct effect on the San Pedro Bay ports
is unclear. One proposal under consideration in Los Angeles would
exempt streets that are close to the Port of Los Angeles. The city of
Long Beach is not considering a ban on truck traffic during peak
hours, so the Port of Long Beach would not be affected as directly.
But because trucks coming from both ports operate throughout the
region, they are bound to be affected by bans on rush-hour truck
traffic on city streets (movements on state highways would not be
affected). The short time span between the end of the morning rush
hour and the beginning of the afternoon rush hour would not leave
enough time for many deliveries to be made. Many shippers and
receivers of cargo probably would have to operate during nighttime
hours. The actual regulations and the possible responses remain spec-
ulative; more will be known only when the South Coast Air Quality
Management District proposes a regulation. With many metropolitan
areas around the country failing EPA ambient air-quality standards